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Texas Capitol Complex Update
August 6, 2021

SUMMER 2021 UPDATE

This has been a busy and challenging year for our construction teams. Despite the
inconveniences of the pandemic and a historic winter storm, the Capitol Complex project
has worked continuously to keep the project on track for completion in the Summer of
2022. We are proud to report the project has achieved several important milestones and
remains on budget and on schedule.

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS REPORT
As you may recall, this very large construction project was divided into six concurrent
projects or packages. All contractors have worked on their tasks in concert with each other
to deliver the vision of the master plan. The following is a progress report on each of the
construction packages.
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Package 1: The Excavation - Complete
This construction package was completed last August after two years of excavation and
site work. See a recap video of this construction package on our virtual Tour Stop
#1. General Contractor: JE Dunn Construction)

Package 2: Utility Relocation - Complete
Rerouting existing utilities and installing the infrastructure for new utilities for the complex
was a huge undertaking. Continuous and uninterrupted service was maintained for our
State Agency tenants throughout the project. Fortunately, we were able to schedule
https://mailchi.mp/b5cb7877efc9/tfc-capitol-complex-update-may-11-10894530?e=[UNIQID]

2/16

8/16/2021

Subscribe

TFC Capitol Complex Update August 6, 2021

services and power disruption on holidays and weekends to minimize the inconvenience to
Past Issues
Translate
our tenants.
Currently, some of the utilities are still housed on the temporary support structure (truss)
over the construction site. As sections of the underground garages are completed, those
utilities are being rerouted through the garages. One of the final tasks of the utility
relocation package will be to dismantle and remove the truss.
For more information about the relocation of the utilities, visit our virtual Tour Stop
#2. (General Contractor: JE Dunn Construction)

Package 3: Central Utility Plant - Complete
The new Central Utility Plant (CUP) has been completed. The CUP sits at the corner of
17th Street and Colorado Street. It produces the chilled water to cool our state office
buildings and pumps it through an elaborate network to both the new and existing state
office buildings.
The CUP is now producing chilled water and circulating it through the cooling system. The
engineering teams are testing and balancing the system and expect to be cooling the two
new buildings by the end of the month. This is just in time for the interior finish out of the
buildings to take place.
For more information on the CUP visit our virtual Tour Stop #3 (General Contractor: JE
Dunn Construction)
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Package 4: 1801 Congress Office Building - Topped Out
The George H.W. Bush building at 1801 Congress is the flagship of the Capitol Complex.
The new state office building topped out (construction reached the highest level) in May
2021, right on schedule.
The exterior curtain wall of glass has been completely installed on all 14 stories of the
building. The construction crane within the building has been removed, as well as the buck
hoist (the external construction service elevator) on the south side of the building.
Construction crews will be using the interior service elevator and one remaining buck hoist
on the east side of the building as they begin the finish out of the interior spaces. Watch
the daily progress on the construction cameras on the website, or visit Tour Stop #4 of our
virtual construction tour to see videos and highlights on this impressive building. (General
Contractor: Flintco)
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Package 5: 1601 Congress Office Building - Topped Out
It’s official, the new building at 1601 Congress will be the Barbara Jordan State Office
Building. The 12-story building topped out in April. The exterior glass curtain wall on all
floors has been installed, and work on the interior spaces has begun.
This building will house the new Capitol Complex Child Care Center on the first floor. The
Center will have three playgrounds. Two of the play areas will be on the east side of the
building, one on the ground level, and one on an elevated deck. There will also be a play
area facing the mall.
Crews are currently working on the finish out of the first-floor lobby, a two-story atrium
space, and the installation of a grand stairway that connects the ground floor to the
second-floor conference facilities. Work has also started on the first-floor cafeteria, which
will have a magnificent view of the Mall. (General Contractor: White Construction)
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Package 6: Underground Parking Garage and Texas Capitol Mall: 18th and
17th Street blocks - Topped Out
The five-story underground parking garage has also topped out. There are now only two
cranes onsite, one on the 1800 block of Congress and one on the 1700 block. The cranes
will be removed this month as the construction crews work on the roof of the garages
which will become the Texas Capitol Mall.
There will be both east and west entrances to the garages on 17th Street. Each entrance
ramp will have four lanes of traffic. During morning rush hour, three lanes will be inbound,
and in the evening three lanes will be outbound, to facilitate traffic flow. (General
Contractor: White Construction)

CONSTRUCTION CAMERAS

Three construction cameras documenting this iconic project. Watch the
progress on all these projects via the construction cameras on our project
website. www.TexasCapitolComplex.org
https://mailchi.mp/b5cb7877efc9/tfc-capitol-complex-update-may-11-10894530?e=[UNIQID]
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virtual construction tour at Virtual Construction Tour | TFC-CCP. Here you will
see the story of each package and how the sum of these projects will produce a
world-class government complex.

CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC UPDATES
TRAFFIC ALERT
Crane Removal: August 8 - August 10
Expect delays on 18th Street and Colorado between the Bullock Parking Garage and the
Stephen F. Austin State Office Building. Motorists should follow the directions of flaggers
when driving in this area.

SAFETY ALERT
Drive defensively and slow down on MLK between Lavaca and IH 35

MLK Blvd. and Red River Lane Closures: Expect lane closures on MLK Blvd. between
San Jacinto and Red River. There is construction work on the realignment of Red River
Street and the construction of the Moody Center in this area. Please drive carefully in this
area.
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Employee Retirement System Office Building (San Jacinto & MLK Blvd.)
All lanes on San Jacinto and 18th Street are now open: The new building of the
Employee Retirement System on the corner of MLK Blvd. and San Jacinto has been
completed. Look for new retail tenants to move in soon.
MLK Blvd. and Congress Lane Closures: The outside, eastbound lane of MLK Blvd.
from Colorado to Brazos Street (in front of the Bullock and Blanton Museums) will be
closed for the duration of the Capitol Complex construction project. This lane is used as a
construction loading zone for the underground parking garages. Watch out for heavy
equipment and construction vehicles entering and exiting the site at Congress Avenue.
Construction gate at Brazos and 18th Street: The construction gate at Brazos and 18th
Street remains busy with construction delivery vehicles and construction workers entering
and exiting the site. Drive slowly in this area as you access the W.B. Travis Building, ERS
building, or Garage R.
Construction Zone Exits at 17th and 16th Streets: Watch out for heavy construction
equipment and vehicles entering and exiting the construction zone onto San Jacinto from
the 17th and 16th construction exits. There are construction exits on 17th Street near
Scholz, Garage R, and the LBJ Building. The construction exit at 16th Street is at Garage
P.
Visitors to Scholz Garten (San Jacinto and 17th Street): Watch out for construction
vehicles exiting the construction zone traveling east on 17th Street. Use the sidewalk along
the Central Services Building to travel between San Jacinto and Trinity.
https://mailchi.mp/b5cb7877efc9/tfc-capitol-complex-update-may-11-10894530?e=[UNIQID]

8/16

8/16/2021

Subscribe

TFC Capitol Complex Update August 6, 2021

Past Issues
Follow us on Twitter for specific details on street closures. @TFCtx

Translate

PEDESTRIAN UPDATE
Walking Routes
New App! – Check out our new interactive map to find the fastest route to your
destination.
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Select your starting location and your destination, and the app will show you the best
walking route.
The six-foot, red A-frame signs positioned outside the construction zone have a map and a
QR code for easier access to the campus map. Use your smartphone to scan the QR code
and open the new interactive map. You can also visit the website to download a pdf map
that you can take with you on your visit to the Capitol Complex.

Safe Crosswalks:
To cross MLK Blvd. at:
Colorado - Both crosswalks are accessible for travel to the Blanton or the Bullock
Museum.
Congress (at the Bullock Museum) - Watch out for construction vehicles entering
and exiting at Congress. To be safe, please use the Colorado and MLK Blvd.
crosswalk instead of the crosswalk at Congress Avenue.
Brazos (at the ERS Building) - Use the north sidewalk (near the Blanton Museum)
along MLK Blvd. only. Cross MLK Blvd. using the eastern crosswalk at Brazos and
the sidewalk next to the ERS building to travel south.
San Jacinto (to go to the Capitol) - Use the north sidewalk (near the Blanton
Museum) along MLK Blvd. only. Cross MLK Blvd. using the eastern crosswalk at
San Jacinto. To travel south toward the Capitol on San Jacinto Street use the
eastern sidewalk closest to the bridge over the creek.
Watch out for construction vehicles and workers!
Watch your step. Look for uneven pavement and detours due to construction
in the area.

Closed Sidewalks:
Closed: MLK Blvd. eastbound (south) sidewalk from Congress Avenue (next to the
Bullock Museum) to Brazos. The bike lane is also closed. DO NOT WALK on the
construction side of this block due to the Texas Capitol Mall construction.
Closed: Westside (southbound) sidewalk along the 18th block of Brazos and the
westside crosswalk over MLK Blvd. at Brazos due to the 1801 Congress Office
Building construction.
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Services building to travel between San Jacinto and Trinity Streets.
SAFE Walking Routes - Use the Safe Sidewalks Routes developed for this project.
(Download a map here.)

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Bullock Museum - Cool off with a fun trip to the Bullock Museum this
summer.
The guitar has rocked the world through more than 5,000 years of history, from its origins
in the ancient world to today. Featuring an impressive display of rare and antique guitars,
the GUITAR exhibit is fun and educational for all. Plus see the largest electric guitar in the
world! The GUITAR exhibit runs through August 15.
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Photo Credit: The University of Texas

Blanton Museum – Yes, the art museum is open.
Don’t let the construction in front of the museum dissuade you for visiting the summer
exhibits. The museum grounds are being reimagined, refreshed, and recreated with a
dramatic mural on the outside walls and 15 elegant petal-shaped shade structures on the
plaza. Learn more About the Project - Austin's Blanton Museum of Art

Photo Credit: The Waterloo Conservancy

Waterloo Greenway (Waterloo Park) – Mark your calendars for the
https://mailchi.mp/b5cb7877efc9/tfc-capitol-complex-update-may-11-10894530?e=[UNIQID]
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After a decade of design and construction, Waterloo Park will reopen to the public and the
conservancy will inaugurate the new Moody Amphitheater with a CommUNITY Day and
special programming through the summer.

Photo Credit: The University of Texas at Austin

The Moody Center – The New University of Texas Basketball Arena –
Opening in the Spring of 2022
The new arena will be the City’s premier entertainment venue as well as the new home of
UT Women’s and Men’s basketball events. For more information on the Moody Center
visit: UT NEWS

Red River Street Realignment
As the construction of the new UT arena is underway, so is the realignment of Red River
Street. The street will be realigned to create a straight path from 26th Street to East Cesar
Chavez, which will ease connectivity and traffic flow through the University and Innovation
District just west of IH35 from 19th Street to 12th Street. The estimated completion of this
project is set for February 2022.
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State Surplus Store – Find some
great deals on school and office
supplies

If you are looking for bargains to stock up
your home office, check out the selection
of office desks, chairs, bookcases, and
stands from the State Surplus Store.

State Surplus Store
6506 Bolm Road
Open weekdays from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Online auction open 24/7

GAME DAY TRAFFIC AND PARKING

UT Longhorn Football kicks off September 4th
Labor Day weekend begins with the UT season opener against Louisiana. The good news
is that tailgating on State of Texas property will resume this season pending pandemic
health restrictions. The Capitol Complex construction will be shut down on Fridays at 5
p.m. and resume after the weekend, to allow for the best visitor and tailgating experience
possible.
2021 Texas Home Football Schedule
Sept. 4 – LOUISIANA (3:30 p CST)
Sept. 18 – RICE (7 p CST)
Sept. 25 – TEXAS TECH (TBA)
Oct. 16 – OKLAHOMA STATE (TBA)
https://mailchi.mp/b5cb7877efc9/tfc-capitol-complex-update-may-11-10894530?e=[UNIQID]
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Tailgating is Back!
The Texas Facilities Commission is proud to bring UT Football Tailgating to State property
near the university campus. For details on tailgating policies, tailgating lots, parking, and
maps, please visit our webpage (Click Here).

HELPFUL LINKS
www.TexasCapitolComplex.org
Safe Crossroads and Sidewalk Routes Map

www.TexasCapitolComplex.org
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